SHORT ADJECTIVES 24

Many, but not all, adjectives also have a short form
Long form OH 320p0OBbLIN YENOBEK. He is a healthy person.
Short form OH xuB 1 340p0OB He is alive and well.

Short adjectives are used as predicates. They agree with the noun or pronoun that they refer to in
gender and number. They do not decline.

Masculine PecTopaH oTKpbIT. The restaurant is open.
Feminine OHa n3BécTHa. She is well known.
Neuter Biop6 3akpeiTo. The office is closed.
Plural Mebl GnaroaapHei. We are grateful.

YBa>kaemble >xutenu n roctu Fypayoa!
Mb1 Bam 6naroaapHsl, 4To Bbl He cOpuTe
B HaleMm nocénke!

Short adjectives can also be used in the future and the past

Future OH BypaeT 6orar. He will be rich.
Past OH 6bIn 6orar. He was rich.
Formation
To form short adjectives, remove the long form adjective ending -bin, -6 or -un.
Long form Short form
340pOBbIN 3q0p6s  healthy
XXNBOM XWB alive
BENTUKUM BENUK great

When the adjective stem ends in two consonants together, then a buffer vowel -e-, -o0- or -€-, is
normally inserted between these two consonants in the masculine form.

HY>KHbIN HY>KeH necessary / needed
NOMHbLIN nénoH full
YMHbIM YMEH clever
There is no vowel inserted between ¢ and T and in certain other cases.
nycTomn nycr empty
MEPTBbLIM MEPTB dead
6oneH - “ill” - replaces the buffer vowel -e- with a soft sign in the feminine, neuter and plural.
Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
66neH 6onbHa 60nbHO O0nbHEI

Stress patterns in the short form of the adjective

Sometimes the stress stays on the stem. Kpacus KpacvMBa KpacWBO  KpacuBbl

Sometimes the stress moves to the ending. xopouw Xopowa  xopowd  XOpOoLM

Sometimes it moves to the ending and back again. xuB XunBa XMBO XWMBbI
HY>KEH HY>KHa HY>KHO HY>XXHbI

AomkKeH is a short adjective with no commonly used long form. It renders “should”, “ought to”,
etc.

OHa pomxHa npuéxartb. She should come.
OHV oOMXHBI 3HaTh. They ought to know.
A6nxeH can also be used with the dative for owing money.
Bbl MHEe 40MXHEI ABECTH pyOnén. You owe me two hundred roubles.
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paa, - “glad” - has no long form, although paaocTtHbIi
means “joyful”.

n3BeécTeH - “well known” is followed by the instrumental.
OcTtpoB Knxn U3BECTEH CBOEN AEPEBAHHON apXUTEKTYPOW.
The island of Kizhi is well known for its wooden architecture.

Which form of the adjective to use
The long form is used in front of the noun as a direct qualifier.
YEPHLIN KOT a black cat

Short forms usually describe a temporary state or a state that depends on external factors. In
normal speech they are used after the noun.

OH rénoaeH. He is hungry. (temporary state)
Houb Tnxa. The night is quiet. (temporary state)
Ynuua y3Ka aAnAa rpy30BuKOB. The road is narrow for lorries. (external factor)

Long form adjectives may also be used after the noun, usually because there is no appropriate
short form, or because of a particular nuance of meaning (see below).
KoT YépHbIN. The cat is black.

There can be a difference in meaning between the short and long adjective

My3bIKAHT XKB. The musician is alive.
Erd mysbika xuBas. His music is lively.

Some short adjectives for sizes have the specific meaning “too ....”
OT1a bKa Benuka. This skirt is too big.
Hock1 ANWHHLI The socks are too long.

Adjectives that do not have a short form
Several types of adjectives are not normally used in a short form. These include most adjectives
of colour (when used to denote colours rather than figuratively).

Tpasa 3enéHasn. The grass is green.
But note the figurative usage:
Tl 3éneH. You are green (inexperienced).

Other adjectives which do not normally have short forms include those that denote substances
(e.g. 3on0oTOM - golden”) and adjectives of time or place (e.g. AHeBHOM - “daily”, MécTHbIM - “local”).
Several other adjectives, such as Ténnbi - “warm” - have no short form, or have short forms that
are only used poetically or in archaic Russian. Use only short forms that you have met.

ycTaneiv - “tired” - has no short form. Instead use the past tense of yctats - “to get tired”.
This appears to be a short adjective in all respects, except for the soft plural ending.

A, Tbl, OH yCTan I /you/heam/are/is tired (masculine)

A, Tbl, OHA yCcTana | /you/heam/are/is tired (feminine)

Mbl, Bbl, OHM ycTann  we / you / they are tired (plural)

Adjectives in -ckumn do not have short forms, but they often have synonyms in -nuHbit which do.
Tparvnyeckmm MOMEHT. A tragic moment.
MOMéEHT Obin TparnyeH. The moment was tragic.

Impersonal expressions and adverbs

The neuter forms of some short adjectives can be used as adverbs y OCTOPOXHO
(section 28), and are commonly used in impersonal expressions.
WUHTepécHo! That is interesting! = TOKCHYHO
3710 6EINO rAyno. That was stupid.
310 OyaeT oTAMYHO! That will be excellent!
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Short adjectives Ynpa><kHéHuA

1.  Fill the gaps with short adjectives from the list. Change the endings as necessary

a. Myséu B Poccum 4acTo no NoHeAénbHUKaMm.

6. OH HepasHO Kynun uénbin 6CTpoB. OH GUeHb

B. Mow konnéru [0 ABYX YacosB.

r. On# 64eHb . OHu aBa AHA HUYEro He énu.

4. Bawa 6abywka ewé ?

e. MosacecTpa rPUNMOM.

X. Ewmy PYCCKWUE AEHBIW.

3. KBapTtupa 6bina ApY3én n poACTBEHHUKOB.

n.  Yunutenb Obin pabOoToMn CBOMX YYEHUKOB.

K. OHa CBOVMMM POMaHaMM 1 NMOBECTAMM.

n.  Ortapybawka Tebé
boraTt - 66neH - Benuk - rénoaeH - AOBONEH - XMB
3aKpbIT - 34HAT - UM3BECTEH - HYXeH - MOMOoH

2.  Fill the gaps with short adjectives formed from the long adjectives given

a. Manbumk BCE 3HaeT. OH G4eHb

6.  Onw BCé BbiNunu. ByTrinka

B. OH B TPETUM pas.

r. BPEMA, KOr 44 XW3Hb OyaeT nérue.

n.  [Oa, Mbl c BAMKH

e. OTanpobnéma OG4eHb [ANA BALIMX KONNEr.

X.  OHa OGueHb Ha Mamy.

3. Caawntech, noxanymncra. O6ép,

Wn. KypéHnue ANA Bawero 340poBbA.

K. A Hapétock, 4TO OH ByaeT C HOBOM >KEeHOW.

n.  O6nennxa ANA BawWwen KOXH.

ONM3KUN - BAXHBLIM - TOTOBbLIM - XXEHATbLIM - OMACHbLIA - MONE3HbIN
Nnoxo>Xum - NycTOM - COrNACHbIM - CNOCOOHLIM - CYaCTIMBbLIM

Ob6nennxa Obnennxosoe Macno
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3. Fill the gaps with short or long adjectives. The long versions are given.
Use the appropriate endings.

a. PaHblue 370 Obin ropoa.

6. Mocrt [0 KOHua réaa. 3aKpLIThIN
. Ona CBOMM 4y A.ECHbIM réNOCOM.

r. 3710 b4eHb XKEHLMHA. N3BECTHbIN

a. Mo#a mawmHa )
e. 3710 «MocCKBHNYY. XKENTLIN

X. MY>KUYMHbI UMEIOT CBOM NPOBNEMBI.
3. [dwuma un Muwa . XEHATbIN

. XonoannbHUK Obin
K. LWkadel TOXe Bbinu

n.  Tam TOxe Obinn ALLLUKW. nycTom

M.  HuHa . E€ He Byaet ceréaHn.

H. B 6onbHULe néyaTcA noau. 60nbHOM

0. Bubi MOEén paboTon?

n. louyemyy Bac TakoM BMA? HeA0BONbHbIV
p. 970 OYeHb nHpopmaLmA.

C TakaA nHpopmauuma AnA Hac. BaXKHbIM

T. 3710 6BINO Tak .
y. OH 6ueHb YenoBeékK. CKYYHbIN

4. PasroBOpHad nNpakTuka
C nOMOLLLIO CBOMX OHOKYPCHUKOB PELLMTE, YTO U3 JAHHOrO CNMcKa Mone€3Ho U YTo
BPEAHO ANA BAwero 340pOBbA.

ankorénb - BUHO - KypéHue - obnenvxa - OBOWM M GPYKTbI - caxap - COMb
CBéXuM BO3AYX - CTpecce

5. Pa3roBoOpHas npakTuka
C némoLLbio CBOMX OAHOKYPCHMKOB pelmnTe, Yem U3BECTHbI CNéayiolme nioau.

AHapén ApwasuH - Anma bunan - AnHa Axmartosa n Mapua LiBetaesa - tOpuwn NarapuH
Hanéxaa Kpynckaa - Amutpun MeHnaenées - AHHa lMNnucéukaa - Bnaavmup MNyTuH
purépum PacnytuH - BaneHTuHa Tepewkosa - JleB Tonctém n ©®éaop Jo0CTOEBCKMM
Nes Tpbukmn - AHTOH MNaBnoBuy Yéxos - Hukuta Xpywés - Amutpum Loctakdsny

Example:
- Yem nsBécteH AHapén ApwasuH?
- AHapén ApwasuH — M3BECTHbLIM pyTOONMCT.

6. Give more examples
a. Give six new examples of short adjectives in use, including masculine, feminine, neuter and
plural examples.
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