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Many, but not all, adjectives also have a short form
Long form Îí çäîð‹âûé ÷åëîâˆê. He is a healthy person.
Short form Îí æèâ è çäîð‹â He is alive and well.

Short adjectives are used as predicates. They agree with the noun or pronoun that they refer to in
gender and number. They do not decline.

Masculine Ðåñòîð‚í îòêð›ò. The restaurant is open.
Feminine Îí‚ èçâˆñòíà. She is well known.
Neuter Áþð‹ çàêð›òî. The office is closed.
Plural Ìû áëàãîä‚ðíû. We are grateful.

Óâàæ‚åìûå æ‰òåëè è ã‹ñòè Ãóðç˜ôà!
Ìû âàì áëàãîä‚ðíû, ÷òî âû íå ñ‹ðèòå
â í‚øåì ïîñ¸ëêå!

Short adjectives can also be used in the future and the past
Future Îí á˜äåò áîã‚ò. He will be rich.
Past Îí áûë áîã‚ò. He was rich.

Formation
To form short adjectives, remove the long form adjective ending -ûé, -‹é or -èé.

Long form Short form
çäîð‹âûé çäîð‹â healthy
æèâ‹é æèâ alive
âåë‰êèé âåë‰ê great

When the adjective stem ends in two consonants together, then a buffer vowel -å-, -î- or -¸-, is
normally inserted between these two consonants in the masculine form.

í˜æíûé í˜æåí necessary / needed
ï‹ëíûé ï‹ëîí full
˜ìíûé óì¸í clever

There is no vowel inserted between ñ and ò and in certain other cases.
ïóñò‹é ïóñò empty
ì¸ðòâûé ì¸ðòâ dead

á‹ëåí - “ill” - replaces the buffer vowel -å- with a soft sign in the feminine, neuter and plural.
Masculine Feminine Neuter Plural
á‹ëåí áîëüí‚ áîëüí‹ áîëüí›

Stress patterns in the short form of the adjective
Sometimes the stress stays on the stem. êðàñ‰â êðàñ‰âà êðàñ‰âî êðàñ‰âû
Sometimes the stress moves to the ending. õîð‹ø õîðîø‚ õîðîø‹ õîðîø‰
Sometimes it moves to the ending and back again. æèâ æèâ‚ æ‰âî æ‰âû

í˜æåí íóæí‚ í˜æíî íóæí›

ä‹ëæåí is a short adjective with no commonly used long form. It renders “should”, “ought to”,
etc.

Îí‚ äîëæí‚ ïðèˆõàòü. She should come.
Îí‰ äîëæí› çíàòü. They ought to know.

ä‹ëæåí can also be used with the dative for owing money.
Âû ìíå äîëæí› äâˆñòè ðóáëˆé. You owe me two hundred roubles.
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ðàä - “glad” - has no long form, although ð‚äîñòíûé
means “joyful”.

èçâˆñòåí - “well known” is followed by the instrumental.
Îñòðîâ Êèæ‰ èçâˆñòåí ñâîˆé äåðåâµííîé àðõèòåêò˜ðîé.
The island of Kizhi is well known for its wooden architecture.

Which form of the adjective to use
The long form is used in front of the noun as a direct qualifier.

÷¸ðíûé êîò a black cat

Short forms usually describe a temporary state or a state that depends on external factors. In
normal speech they are used after the noun.

Îí ã‹ëîäåí. He is hungry. (temporary state)

Íî÷ü òèõ‚. The night is quiet. (temporary state)

Óëèöà óçê‚ äëÿ ãðóçîâèê‹â. The road is narrow for lorries. (external factor)

Long form adjectives may also be used after the noun, usually because there is no appropriate
short form, or because of a particular nuance of meaning (see below).

Êîò ÷¸ðíûé. The cat is black.

There can be a difference in meaning between the short and long adjective
Ìóçûê‚íò æèâ. The musician is alive.
Åã‹ ì˜çûêà æèâ‚ÿ. His music is lively.

Some short adjectives for sizes have the specific meaning “too ....”
Ýòà ƒáêà âåëèê‚. This skirt is too big.
Íîñê‰ äëèíí›. The socks are too long.

Adjectives that do not have a short form
Several types of adjectives are not normally used in a short form. These include most adjectives
of colour (when used to denote colours rather than figuratively).

Òðàâ‚ çåë¸íàÿ. The grass is green.
But note the figurative usage:

Òû çˆëåí. You are green (inexperienced).
Other adjectives which do not normally have short forms include those that denote substances
(e.g. çîëîò‹é  - golden”) and adjectives of time or place (e.g. äíåâí‹é - “daily”, ìˆñòíûé - “local”).
Several other adjectives, such as ò¸ïëûé - “warm” - have no short form, or have short forms that
are only used poetically or in archaic Russian. Use only short forms that you have met.

óñò‚ëûé - “tired” - has no short form. Instead use the past tense of óñò‚òü - “to get tired”.
This appears to be a short adjective in all respects, except for the soft plural ending.

ÿ, òû, îí óñò‚ë I / you / he am / are / is  tired (masculine)
ÿ, òû, îí‚ óñò‚ëà I / you / he am / are / is  tired (feminine)
ìû, âû, îí‰ óñò‚ëè we / you / they are tired (plural)

Adjectives in -ñêèé do not have short forms, but they often have synonyms in -è÷íûé which do.
Òðàã‰÷åñêèé ìîìˆíò. A tragic moment.
Ìîìˆíò áûë òðàã‰÷åí. The moment was tragic.

Impersonal expressions and adverbs
The neuter forms of some short adjectives can be used as adverbs
(section 28), and are commonly used in impersonal expressions.

Èíòåðˆñíî! That is interesting!
Ýòî á›ëî ãë˜ïî. That was stupid.
Ýòî á˜äåò îòë‰÷íî! That will be excellent!
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Short adjectives        Óïðàæíˆíèÿ

1. Fill the gaps with short adjectives from the list. Change the endings as necessary

à. Ìóçˆè â Ðîññ‰è ÷‚ñòî ____________ ïî ïîíåäˆëüíèêàì.

á. Îí íåä‚âíî êóï‰ë öˆëûé ‹ñòðîâ. Îí ‹÷åíü ______________.

â. Ìîè êîëëˆãè ____________ äî äâóõ ÷àñ‹â.

ã. Îí‰ ‹÷åíü _____________. Îí‰ äâà äíÿ íè÷åã‹ íå ˆëè.

ä. Â‚øà á‚áóøêà åù¸ ______________?

å. Ìîµ ñåñòð‚ ______________ ãð‰ïïîì.

æ. Åì˜ _____________ ð˜ññêèå äˆíüãè.

ç. Êâàðò‰ðà áûë‚ _____________ äðóçˆé è ð‹äñòâåííèêîâ.

è. Ó÷‰òåëü áûë ______________ ðàá‹òîé ñâî‰õ ó÷åíèê‹â.

ê. Îí‚ _______________ ñâî‰ìè ðîì‚íàìè è ïîâåñòµìè.

ë. Ýòà ðóá‚øêà òåáˆ ________________.

  áîã‚ò  -  á‹ëåí  -  âåë‰ê  -  ã‹ëîäåí  -  äîâ‹ëåí  -  æèâ
  çàêð›ò  -  ç‚íÿò  -  èçâˆñòåí  -  í˜æåí  -  ï‹ëîí

2. Fill the gaps with short adjectives formed from the long adjectives given

à. Ì‚ëü÷èê âñ¸ çí‚åò. Îí ‹÷åíü _____________.

á. Îí‰ âñ¸ â›ïèëè. Áóò›ëêà ______________.

â. Îí ______________ â òðˆòèé ðàç.

ã. ____________ âðˆìÿ, êîãä‚ æèçíü á˜äåò ëˆã÷å.

ä. Äà, ìû ñ â‚ìè ________________.

å. Ýòà ïðîáëˆìà ‹÷åíü _________________ äëÿ â‚øèõ êîëëˆã.

æ. Îí‚ ‹÷åíü ________________ íà ì‚ìó.

ç. Ñàä‰òåñü, ïîæ‚ëóéñòà. Îáˆä ______________.

è. Êóðˆíèå ______________ äëÿ â‚øåãî çäîð‹âüÿ.

ê. ß íàäˆþñü, ÷òî îí á˜äåò _________________ ñ í‹âîé æåí‹é.

ë. Îáëåï‰õà __________________ äëÿ â‚øåé ê‹æè.

  áë‰çêèé  -  â‚æíûé  -  ãîò‹âûé  -  æåí‚òûé  -  îï‚ñíûé  -  ïîëˆçíûé
  ïîõ‹æèé  -  ïóñò‹é  -  ñîãë‚ñíûé  -  ñïîñ‹áíûé  -  ñ÷àñòë‰âûé

Îáëåï‰õà    Îáëåï‰õîâîå ì‚ñëî

6
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3. Fill the gaps with short or long adjectives. The long versions are given.
Use the appropriate endings.

à. Ð‚íüøå ¬òî áûë ________________ ã‹ðîä.
á. Ìîñò _______________ äî êîíö‚ ã‹äà. çàêð›òûé

â. Îí‚ ________________ ñâî‰ì ÷óäˆñíûì ã‹ëîñîì.
ã. Ýòî ‹÷åíü _________________ æˆíùèíà. èçâˆñòíûé

ä. Ìîµ ìàø‰íà _________________.
å. Ýòî _________________ «Ìîñêâ‰÷». æ¸ëòûé

æ. ______________ ìóæ÷‰íû èìˆþò ñâî‰ ïðîáëˆìû.
ç. Ä‰ìà è Ì‰øà _______________. æåí‚òûé

è. Õîëîä‰ëüíèê áûë _______________.
ê. Øêàô› ò‹æå á›ëè _______________.
ë. Òàì ò‹æå á›ëè ______________ µùèêè. ïóñò‹é

ì. Í‰íà _______________. Å¸ íå á˜äåò ñåã‹äíÿ.
í. Â áîëüí‰öå ëˆ÷àòñÿ ________________ ëƒäè. áîëüí‹é

î. Âû __________________ ìîˆé ðàá‹òîé?
ï. Ïî÷åì˜ ó âàñ òàê‹é ___________________ âèä? íåäîâ‹ëüíûé

ð. Ýòî ‹÷åíü __________________ èíôîðì‚öèÿ.
ñ. Òàê‚ÿ èíôîðì‚öèÿ ___________________ äëÿ íàñ. â‚æíûé

ò. Ýòî á›ëî òàê ______________.
ó. Îí ‹÷åíü ______________ ÷åëîâˆê. ñê˜÷íûé

4. Ðàçãîâ‹ðíàÿ ïð‚êòèêà
Ñ ï‹ìîùüþ ñâî‰õ îäíîê˜ðñíèêîâ ðåø‰òå, ÷òî èç ä‚ííîãî ñï‰ñêà ïîëˆçíî è ÷òî
âðˆäíî äëÿ â‚øåãî çäîð‹âüÿ.

àëêîã‹ëü  -  âèí‹  -  êóðˆíèå  -  îáëåï‰õà  -  ‹âîùè è ôð˜êòû  -  ñ‚õàð  -  ñîëü
ñâˆæèé â‹çäóõ  -  ñòðåññ

5. Ðàçãîâ‹ðíàÿ ïð‚êòèêà
Ñ ï‹ìîùüþ ñâî‰õ îäíîê˜ðñíèêîâ ðåø‰òå, ÷åì èçâˆñòíû ñëˆäóþùèå ëƒäè.

Àíäðˆé Àðø‚âèí  -  Ä‰ìà Áèë‚í  -  Àííà Àõì‚òîâà è Ìàð‰ÿ Öâåò‚åâà  -  Þðèé Ãàã‚ðèí
Íàäˆæäà Êð˜ïñêàÿ  -  Äì‰òðèé Ìåíäåëˆåâ  -  Àííà Ïëèñˆöêàÿ  -  Âëàä‰ìèð Ï˜òèí
Ãðèã‹ðèé Ðàñï˜òèí  -  Âàëåíò‰íà Òåðåøê‹âà  -  Ëåâ Òîëñò‹é è Ô¸äîð Äîñòîˆâñêèé
Ëåâ Òð‹öêèé  -  Àíò‹í Ï‚âëîâè÷ ×ˆõîâ  -  Íèê‰òà Õðóù¸â  -  Äì‰òðèé Øîñòàê‹âè÷

Example:
-  ×åì èçâˆñòåí Àíäðˆé Àðø‚âèí?
-  Àíäðˆé Àðø‚âèí – èçâˆñòíûé ôóòáîë‰ñò.

6. Give more examples
à. Give six new examples of short adjectives in use, including masculine, feminine, neuter and

plural examples.


