THE GENITIVE CASE

10

The genitive is used
- to express “of”

- after many prepositions, including 6e3, Baonbs, BOKpyr, 40, AN1A, U3, U3-3a, U3-noa,

Hanp6TmB, 6kono, oT, nécne, c andy
- after expressions of quantity such as mH6ro and mano, and after HeT to express “none of”
- after numbers and in comparatives

- after certain verbs.

Genitive endings

NOUNS

M

é )KypHana, napka

c oTua, nanbua

v wmysén

k TpamBan

E OrHA
CTyAéHTa
nanbl

F BU3bl, KHUMA

ﬁ mMatepwu, oouepm

N TaHu

I Mapun

E ABEpU

N BMHA

£ mopA

E SAéHMH

R BPEMEHM

P )KYPHanoB  KHWUr

b NapKoB pybaliex

R My3€éeB Heaénb

f OrHém [ABEPEN
CTYAEHTOB NapTum
neTén BUH
aHrMM4YaH MOpEWn
UPKYTAH  34aHuK

BPEMEH

ADJECTIVES
& ORDINALS
CTaporo
népeBoro
6onbworo
cBéXxero
CHHero
66xbero

cTapomn
6onbwon
cBéxen
CUHen
66xben

CTaporo
6onbworo
cBéXero
CUHero
66Xxbero

CTapbIX
6onbLmnX
CBEXMUX
CHHMX
66XKbMX

POSSESSIVE AND
OTHER PRONOUNS
mMoero, TBoerd
Hawero, BalLero
ero, eé, ux

3T10ro, Torod
ver6? / koro?

PERSONAL
PRONOUNS
MEeHA
TebA
er6/Hero6 *

The r in oro / ero endings is pronounced “v”

MOéW, TBOéMn
Hawew, Bawen
ero, eé, nx
3TON, TOM

mMoero, Tesoero
Hawero, BalLero
ero, eé, ux
3T10ro, Torod

MOWX, TBOMX
HaLWMX, BaLIKX
ero, eé, ux
3TUX, Tex

For genitive plural exceptions see page 37.

MeHA
108
eé/Heé *

er6 /Hero *

HacC

BacC

nX / HMX*

* After prepositions,
the personal pronouns
ero, e€ and ux change
to Hero, Heé, and Hux.
y Heé - “she has”.

Singular genitive endings
Masculine nouns use -a or -A.

Plural genitive endings

Adjectives use -bIx or -ux.

Masculine nouns with feminine forms decline as feminine nouns.
Masculine and neuter adjectives use -oro or -ero.
Feminine nouns change -a to -bl or -n and -A to -u Soft sign nouns use -w.
Feminine adjectives use -ou or -en.

Neuter nouns use -a or -A. Nouns in -MfA use -MeHMu.

Masculine nouns use -o0B or -eB. Nouns in -b, -X, -4, -Ll, -, USe -eM.

Nouns in -aHuH use -aH and in -AHWH use -AH. For exceptions see page 37.
Feminine nouns lose the ending -a or -A. -A is replaced by -b.

Feminine nouns in -b use -ei and in and -1A use -uK.

Neuter nouns lose -0. Nouns in -e use -en and in -ue use -u. Nouns in -mA change to -ME&H.
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Irregular genitive plural endings
Some masculine nouns have a genitive plural which is the same as the nominative singular.
Nominative singular Genitive plural Nominative singular Genitive plural

CONAart (soldier) conaart NapTU3aH (partisan) napTusaH

rnas (eye) rnas BONOC (hair) Bonoc

canor (boot) canor HOCOK (sock) HOCOK

BOMbT (volt) BONbT (Hocok also has the colloquial genitive plural HockoB)

Other Irregularities

66nako - “a cloud” - has the genitive plural o6nakés.

cecTpa - “a sister” - has the genitive plural cecTép.

6onrapwvH - “a Bulgarian” - has the genitive plural 6onrap.

nyTb has its own declension, see section 80.

matb and aoyb have the stem matep- and gouep- throughout their declension.
Other nouns have a stem change throughout the plural declension, see section 2.
CblIH - “a son” - has the genitive plural cbiHOBéN.

Plural nouns
Nouns that exist in the plural only (section 2) do not have gender. However, they have either masculine or feminine
genitive plural endings, and you need to learn these individually. For example:

04kM - “glasses” - has the masculine genitive plural oukéB.

IOKMHCHI - “jeans” - has the masculine genitive plural a>xnHcos.

HOXHUMLLBI - “scissors” - has the feminine genitive plural HOXHMLL.

AéHbru - “money” - has the feminine genitive plural aéner.

The genitive is used to express “of”

There is no word “of” in Russian. The main meaning
of the English “of”, and of the English “apostrophe s”,
is rendered in Russian by the genitive case ending.

KOHéL, 3Toro réaa the end of this year
6aHKa MKpel a tin of caviare

aom Cosétos house of the Soviets
aom bpata my brother’s house
MyX TaHu Tanya’s husband

Benocunéabl aetén  the children’s bikes
nBeHaauaTtoe MioHA  the twelth of June
JeHb Pocciun Russia Day

| In some cases “of” is expressed differently: ueHa Haras - the price of gas |

The genitive after prepositions
The genitive is used after a large number of prepositions, including 6e3, Baonks, BOKpyr, 40, AnA,
u3, n3-3a, Us-noa, HanpdTme, 6Kono, oT, ndcne, ¢ and y.

0e3 caxapa without sugar

BAONb Gépera along the shore OyTbinka n3-noja BMHa a wine bottle

BOKPYrI Hac around us HanpOoTMB Kpemnsa opposite the Kremlin
A0 cpeagl until Wednesday 6Kono yaca about an hour
AéHbrn anAa Mapun  money for Maria nMcemo oT UsaHa a letter from Ivan
HiHa n3 Mockael Nina is from Moscow nocne cnekTaknA after the show
n3-3a noroabl because of the weather ¢ noHeaénbHKKa since Monday
n3-noa BOAbI from under the water y cecTpel at my sister’s

POCCAS GE3 CAMOBAPA-310 HE POCCHA

There is no commonly used verb “to have”. Instead use the preposition y with the genitive.
MHuumaTmBa y XeHbl Npe3naéHTa. The President’s wife has the initiative.

“To have” - y with the genitive

Y WMBaHa ecTb cobaka. Ivan has a dog. - - .
| See “to have”, section 51 |
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The genitive is used after several prepositions to render “from”
n3 is used to mean roughly “from out of”. Use us for “from” when you use B for “to”.

B CapaHck to Saransk n3 CapaHcka  from Saransk
c is used to mean roughly “from off of”. Use ¢ for “from” when you use Ha for “to”.
Ha BOK3arn to the station C BOK3ana from the station

ot is used for “from” when you are talking about movement or distance from. It is the opposite of
K - “towards” or o - “up to/ as far as”.
KnuéHT oToweén ot kaccol.  The client moved away from the cash desk.
Ot Mocksbl 40 BnaamBoctdka 9302 KMnomEéTpa (no xenésHoi aopore).
It is 9302 kilometres from Moscow to Vladivostok (by rail).

The mnemonic “BuskaoTtHac” will help you remember these preposition pairs.
B is the opposite of ns

K or Ao is the opposite of ot

Ha is the opposite of ¢

y can mean “from” in the sense of taking something from someone.
Ona ykpana ¢ypaxky y munuumoHépa. She stole the cap from the policeman.

The genitive is used after indefinite numerals (expressions of quantity) such as mH6ro and
mano. See section 77.

B MockBé 64eHb MHOro HOBbIX MalwKH.  There are very many new cars in Moscow.

Y MEHA Mano BPEMEHM. | don’t have much time..

Certain verbs take the genitive case.
These include xenatb - “to wish”, and 60ATbcA - “to be afraid of”.

XKenéaio Teb€ ycnéxos. | wish you success.
OHéa 6onTtcA BbICOTHL. She is afraid of heights.
In set phrases xenats is usually omitted:
CnokonHom HOuM! Good night!
Bcer6 sam a66poro! All the best to you! Beperwcb aBTomo6ynA!
Y naun te6é! Good luck to you! Watch out for a car!

Several verbs that take the accusative when the object is something specific, take the
genitive instead when the object is something more general. Compare:

OH xAa€ET aBTOOYCA. He is waiting for a bus.

OH xaéTt aBTd6YC HOMEP 6. He is waiting for bus number 6.
Verbs that behave in this way include nckatb - "to search for”, xaatb - “to wait for”,
0Xnaarb - “to expect”, npocuts - “to ask for”, and xoTéTb - “to want”.

OHM MWYT CYACTbA. They are looking for happiness.

The genitive can be used in comparatives
Comparatives (section 25) are expressed either with yem - “than” - and the nominative, or with a
genitive, as in the examples below.

OH cTapuwe, 4em A. ‘ He is older than me.
OH cTapuwe MeHA.

Ondenesa 6alHA Huxe, Yem OCTAHKMHCKaA BALIHA. ‘ The Eiffel tower is lower
dndenesa B6awwHA HUXE OCTAHKMHCKON BALIHMW. than the Ostankino tower.

The genitive with numbers
The nominative singular is used with 1, 21, 31, etc. and 101, 121, 131, 1001, etc.
Note that oanH has a feminine, a neuter and a plural form

04nH 6onbldn aom one large house
0[Ha KpacuBaA XEHuwuHa one beautiful woman
ABaauaTb 04HO Takcu 21 taxis

OJHM Yackl one clock / watch

(4acel is a plural noun)
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Other numbers use the genitive See section 75 for more
Homb - “zero” - uses the genitive plural. detail on numbers.

HOMb rpaaycoB zero degrees

For numbers 2, 3, 4, 22, 23, 24, 32, 33, 34, etc. use the genitive singular of nouns.
ABa is used for masculine and neuter, and aBe is used for the feminine.

ABa pyonsa two roubles

[BE KOMNEéNKn two kopecks

TpW CecTpel three sisters

ABajuartb veTslpe vaca twenty four hours

CTO ABa MécTa one hundred and two places

With these same numbers, use the genitive plural for masculine and neuter adjectives, and the
nominative plural for feminine adjectives.

[Ba POCCUMCKKUX pybnA two Russian roubles
[BEe CTapble KONEnKn two old kopecks
TPU PAAOCTHbIE CECTPpEI three joyful sisters

For numbers 5-20, 25-30, 35-40, etc. use the genitive plural of nouns and adjectives.

NATb KPACHbIX P03 five red roses
OAMHHaAuaTb 3anajHbIX CTpaH eleven western countries
ABaauartb YEPHBIX KOWeEK twenty black cats

CTO ABaALaTb MHTEHCUBHBIX YPOKOB one hundred and twenty intensive lessons

The genitive with negatives
The genitive is used after HeT, He ByaéT, Hé Gbino and other verbs to express absence.

Y MEHA HET XEHbI. I have no wife.

Tam He ByaeT cHéra. There won’t be any snow there.
Y Heé Hé 6bIno 6nM3KMX Apy3én. She had no close friends.
onoc6B Hé BbINO CRBIWHO. No voices could be heard.
Boakl He ocTanocs. There was no water left.

He xBaTano 6eH3uHa. There wasn’t enough petrol.

For negative constructions with transitive verbs, use the genitive when you are talking about
something that is undefined.

A He umélo NOHATKA. | have no idea.

A He 6pan aéHer. | didn’t take any money.
But use the accusative for something defined.

A He Opan AéHbru. | didn’t take the money.

The partitive genitive
There is a partitive genitive singular in -y or -t0, which is used with a small number of common
masculine nouns. This is commonly used in set phrases and in everyday colloquial speech.

Yyallka vato a cup of tea

CTO rpamm ckIpy 100 grams of cheese

Tbl x64ewb KOHbAKY? Do you want some cognac?
MHOro Hapoay a lot of people

Contrast the last example with the normal genitive: BGna Hap6aa - “the will of the people”.

B aBTO6YCe 661710 MHOrO HapoAy.
There were a lot of people on the bus.
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10. The genitive case Ynpa>kHéHuA
1. Complete the translations of the words in the genitive
a. KTo AnpékTop mMy3éa? Who is director ?
6. Y MeHA Mano BpémeHw. | have little
B. Tbl He MOXewWwb NoéxaTb 6e3 BU3bI. You cannot go without
r. Mbl noaoxaém Bac 6Kono ABEPM. We shall wait for you by
A. LWén poxab, Kak n3 Begpa. It was raining, as from
€. Y MEHA HeT XeHkl. | don’'t have
X. D70 npeacenarens KOMUTETA. This is the chairman
3. [Jante ase nopunm. Give me two
n. A He NpOTUB 3€NEHBIX. | am not against
K. Tl cmoTpén ¢uHan Kybka mmpa? Did you see the final ?
n.  OH Kynun ByTLINKY KPACHOrO BUHA. He bought a bottle
M. Y Heé GYeHb MHOIO KHMUT. She has a great many
H. Kynnid Bam MUNAMOH KPACHLIX PO3. | shall buy you a million
0. Y My3blKaHTa HET MHCTPYMEHTA. The has no
n.  OH nrweT o nonnTuke xondaHom BomHel. He writes about the politics
p. Moée3n otnpaBnAeTcA ¢ Knesckoro The train leaves from
BOK3ana.
c.  Tam MHOro TpamBaes. There are a lot there.
T. Mépsoe midHA — [leHb 3aWwmThl AETEN. 1st is the day of
y. MeZanyHKT 3aKphbIT M3-3a oTCcyTCTBMA  The medical centre is closed due to
Bpa4€n M MeacecTEp.
¢.  KoHuéptHbin 3an MapurHckoro Teatpa. The concert hall
X. JKenaio Bam ycnéwHoro gHA! Have a !

2.

List the genitive nouns from exercise 1 in the nominative singular
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Choose nouns to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary @ 10

AvpékTop

banka

PomaH «BonHa n Mup».
Mbéca «Tpwn ».

Kuné rpysnHckmx

ByTbInka HeMéukoro

. , .
— | | b
MockBa — 3T0 nopT NATH nouTA nout

Y HeT . S POCCHM BOCCH:
. .-_‘_ﬁ;-iir sy

MouTta

6aHK - BM3a - MKpa - MOpe - NMBO - MoMuaop
Poccna - cectpa - Tonctom - TypucT - YéxoB

Insert appropriate adjectives to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary

MawwHa NOMOLLM.
Bykét po3.

JeHb NBEpén.
Pexuccép ¢rnbmoB.
CekpeTtapb napTum.
KoHéw, AHA.

MHnéro ropoaos.

MAatb mMaTpOCOB.

LETEKTUBHbIM - WMHAYCTPUANbHbLIM - KOMMYHUCTUYECKUM
KPACHbIM - MONOAOW - OTKPEITbIM - pabdunn - CKOpbIM

Choose words and phrases to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary

B Hawn aHn 'y CNWLLKOM MHOIO

MapviHa nonyunna OykéT oT

Mbl xaém Bac ¢

ot Mbl nony4aem 64eHb MHOro

Poccina 6e3 — 3710 He PoccuAal (M.A. CtonbinuH)

KypéHnue BpéaHo anA

Mbl ObInM Ha fgadve

Java Hepaneko oT

A.T1. YUéxoB - ObIBLUIMM HaYaNbHUK
Bawe 340pdBbe - AéHbIM

MonoAakle Ni0AN - paHHee yTpo
camoBap - UBETHl - 3NEeKTPO3HEprua

3Ta ctaHumAa - AnTa
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Choose words to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary

Mol x)xenaem Bam 2 !

Y HUX ecTb aHTUOMOTHMKU. OHM He BOATCA

o @

A neccummncT. A HE oXMaa

a

Onw 6ueHb yctann. OHM XOTAT

A.  OHHe xoTén obnaeTb Te6A. OH NpoCUT

340p6Bbe - MHPEKLUMA - MOKOM - MONOXKMTENbHBLIM PE3YNbTAT - MPOWEHWE - CYACTbE

7. Choose numbers to fill the gaps. Some are used twice. Change endings as necessary
a. LA ETCKun dunbm « JanmaTtuHeL,».
6. PomaH AnekcaHgpa [lloma « MyLKeTEpa».
B. AMEPUKAHCKUIN QUNbM « HEBECT ANA ceMeptIX OPATLEBY.
r. Mbéca A.l. Yéxosa « CeCTphI». OMH
a. PomaHn ComxeHuubiHa « AeHb MBaHa [leHncoBuryay. TpH
e. HapbaHaAa nécHa « Pa36OMHIKOBY. cemb
] ] ) AECATb
X.  PomaH Mnbda v MNeTtposa « CTYNbEBY. ABEHAALATb
3.  Apabckue ckaskm « HOUbY. CTO OAVH
n.  Knura JxoHa Pupga « AHeN, KOoTOpble NOTPACN MUP». TeICAYa 1 0ARa

8. Find 22 nouns in the genitive singular or the genitive plural
Write them out in the nominative singular.

! KPBINBR HALUER MOBERSI!

3An okupaHus =

LIEHTP PEABMAMTALIMA PEYH

NEYEHUE 3AMKAHUA
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11.

12.

Choose words to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary
Po6épT PoxkaéctBeHCKkUN. «PékBuem». NMocBALLéHMeE:

oTéL - cTapwwun bpat

MamAaTn Hawmx " ,

MaMATHU BEYHO MONOABIX

conaart - opuuép - apmuA

7 CoBéTtckom ,

NaBWmMx* Ha poHTax

Benvkaa OTé4yecTBeHHaA BOMHA

Robert Rozhdestvensky. “Requiem”. Dedication: nagwmi - who fell (archaic)

In memory of our fathers and elder brothers, in memory of the eternally young soldiers
and officers of the Soviet Army, who fell on the fronts of the Great Fatherland War.

OTpLIBOK U3 MNO3MbI:

Ho koraa-Tto, HO KOraa-To

KT6-T0 B MWpe NMOMHUN UMA HEeU3BECTHbIN COnAAT

Beab ewé no camon OH UMén Hemarno.

Beab eweé XuBET Ha cBéTe

CMepTb - ApYyr

OueHb cTapeHbkaA mama. ...

Excerpt from the poem:

But once, but once, someone in the world remembered the name of the unknown soldier.
And right up to his death he had many friends.

And still somewhere in the world is living his very old little mother.

Fill in the words to the songs. Use genitive endings
Lnpoka cTpaHa MoA poaHan,

MHOro B Hewr , 7 !

A Takom He 3Halo, Wide is my native country,

['Ae Tak BONMbHO AbIWMT Yenosex! | do not know another such country
(M3 COBETCKOM MECHM) Where man breathes so freely!

(from a Soviet song)

apyrém - nec - nbne - peka - cTpaHa

Tak MHOro There are so many golden lights
Ha ynuuax ) In the streets of Saratov.
- There are so many single lads,
Tak MHOrO | But | love a married one!
A A o066 . (from a popular song)
(M3 monynApHOM NECHM) * animate accusative

XEHATbIM - 30710TOM - OréHb - NapeHb - CapartoB - X0nocTom

Pa3rosopHan npakTuka
O6cyaunTe ¢ Bawmmm 04HOKYPCHUKaMK, Kakme M3 punbMoB, POMaHOB, Nbec (ynp. 7)
OHM CMOTPENU nnn untanu. Kakne ns HMX oHM XoTénn Obl NOCMOTPETL UMW MNPOUYNTATL?

Pa3rosopHana NnpakTuka

O6cyanTe co CBOMMM OAHOKYPCHUKamu, yer0 y Bac HeT B xn3Hu, yerd y Bac HeT B
ao6me / kBapTUpe, rae Bol xuBéte, yer6 y Bac HeT B ayamuTOpmm.

Pacckaxwnte o ToMm, Yerd y Bac He xBaTano B A4€TCTBe.

Find more examples
Find six more examples of the use of the genitive in different contexts, and translate them.
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In it there are many forests, fields and rivers!



