THE INSTRUMENTAL CASE (1)
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The instrumental is used on its own for “with” to express instrument or means, it is used after ¢
meaning “with” and after other prepositions describing position, including népea, noa, méxay,
Haa, pAgom ¢ and 3a. It is also used after certain verbs, for example 6bITb (for non-permanent
states), nHtepecosatbcA, pabéTaTth, CTaTh, 3aHUMATLCA, YrowaTb, CYMTaTh and
nénb3oBaTbCA, and is used after certain short adjectives, for example gosbéneH. It is used to
express the idea of "in" a season or "at" a time of day.
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NOUNS ADJECTIVES
& ORDINALS
6aHKkom cTapbim
aAO6MOM 6onblmm *
My3éeMm CUHUM
TpamBaem TPETbUM
OrHEM
CHOM
nanow, Af4ewn
BM30M, KHUroM cTapom **
TaHen. Hatawen * 6onbwon
ABépbIo cvHen
Mapwuen TpETbEN
CeMbEN
BMHOM cTapbim
mMopem 6onbwmm *
34aH1eM CUHUM
BPEMEHEM TPETbUM
6aHkamm BM3amu cTapbiMm
CTyAéHTaMu KHUramm  6onbwmMn *
AOMamm ABEPAMU  CMHUMU
My3éAMM  MOpPAMMU
OrHAMM 344HUAMMK
neTbMU BpEMEHaMU
aHrnMyaHamu

POSSESSIVE
ADJECTIVES, etc.
MOVM, TBOWM
HaWWM, BALLIKUM
ero, eé, ux

3TuUm

yem? / kem?

MOEéW, TBOEéN **
Hawew, Bawen
ero, eé, ux
3Tomn

MOWM, TBOWM
HaWWM, BALIKUM
ero, eé, ux
3TuUm

MOVMU, TBOMMU
HaWWMK, BALLMMMU
ero, eé, ux
3TUMHK

Masculine singular nouns add -om or change -# or -b to -em or ém.
Feminine singular nouns change -a or -A to -oK, -en or -én, -b to -blo and -mA to -nen.

Neuter singular nouns change -o to -om or -ewm, -e to -em or -ém, -ue to -uem and -mA to -meHem.
Masculine and neuter singular adjectives use -bimM Or -uUM.
Feminine singular adjectives use -ow or -en.
Plural nouns use -amu or -AMU

Plural adjectives use -biMn Or -UMMU.

Irregular forms

Apyr
mMaTb

A04b
CblH
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singular
Apyrom
MATEPLIO
n64epblo
CEIHOM

plura
APY3bAMMU
MaTepAMU
A04YepbMU
CbIHOBbAMM

PERSONAL
PRONOUNS
MHOWM

TOOOM
UM / HAM

MHOM **
TOOOM **
en / Hen **

UM / HUM

Hamm
BaMm
UMK / HUMU

section xx

* Here you can see the effect of spelling rules,

** There is an alternative feminine singular

adjective ending in -oto or -eto, often used in
poetry and songs. This also occurs with mown,
TBOW, cBOW, and singular personal pronouns.
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The instrumental case Ynpa>xHeHusn (Exercises)1.

1. Complete the translations of the words in the instrumental
a. A mbocb MeInom. | wash
6. YuuTenb nUweT KpacHbIiM kapaHaawomM.  The teacher writes
B. PrIOy nGBAT céTAMM. They catch the fish
r. OH ckaséan 310 ¢ yneI6Kon. He said it
A npuay ¢ 6onbwUm ya0BONLCTBUEM. | will come
e.  AHOpéN cnauT C CUMMNATUYHOM AEBYLLIKOMN.
Andrey is sitting
X.  OHa npox6auT Méxay CTONMKamm. She walks
3. [épepn Bamu cepbE€3HaA 3aaava. a serious task.
Wn.  [Opy3bA cToANM népen, AOMOM. The friends were standing
K. ConHue yxe 3a ropom. The sunis already
n. PALOM C HMM Wwén erd CbiH. His son was walking
M. Baawmm He 3aHMMAeTcA CrnopTOM. Vadim does not
H. OH mnHTepecyeTcA TONbKO AXA30M U AEBYLIKAMM.
He is only interested in
o. Mol 6yaem HagéXXHbIMM NapTHEPaMM. We will be
n. OH cTan OnacHbIM WNMOHOM. He became

p. OHa nénbL3yeTcA KOHTAKTaMM B MMHUCTEPCTBE.
She is using her

C. Mbl ocTaHemcA ApYy3bAMM. We will stay
T. 370 cny4nnocb OCEHbIO. It happened
y. MaTb YMTaeT eMy CKa3Ky Népen CHOM. His mother reads a story to him

¢. He nokynawrte goporve BElM C 3aKpbITbIMU rMasamu!
Don’t buy expensive things

2. List the instrumental nouns and pronouns from exercise 1 in Russian in the
nominative singular case.

a. 3. n
0. Wu. p
B. K. c
r n. T
a. M. y
e. H. (0)
X. 0.
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THE INSTRUMENTAL CASE (2) 22

The instrumental is used on its own, without a preposition, for “with” to express
instrument or means.

OH ybwnn er6 HOXOM. He killed him with a knife.
OHa nrweT néson pykomn. She writes with her left hand.
HuknTta Kpryan rpoMKmMM ronocom. Nikita was shouting in a loud voice.

The instrumental is used with ¢ meaning “with” in the sense of “accompanying”.
A vrpato ¢ Katen. | am playing with Katya.
HvHa npuwna co mHorMmm noagpyramu. Nina has arrived with lots of female friends.
OH nbET yan ¢ MonokdM m ¢ caxapoM. He drinks tea with milk and sugar.

This is a difficult distinction for most learners of Russian, as the
word “with” in English and in many other languages, has two
different meanings - for instrument and for accompaniment.

The instrumental is also used with ¢ to mean “with” for certain nouns that express feelings, and
in descriptions.

Ml 3TO caénaem ¢ yaoBONLCTBUEM. We will do it with pleasure.

OHa uutana nucbM6 ¢ 6onbwbdn paasoctelo.  She read the letter with great joy.
My>xumnHa ¢ ceadm 6opoaodm. The man with the grey beard.
[om ¢ KpacHoW ABépbIo. The house with the red door.

The instrumental is used with népea, noa, mé>xay, Haa, pAaom ¢ and 3a to describe
position
YunuTtenb CTOMT Népej, KNaccom. The teacher is standing in front of the class
OHa nnasaeT noa, BoAOW. She is swimming under the water.
AnTéka Méxay ndYTOM MU KHWXKHBIM MarasvHOM.
The chemist’s is between the Post Office and the bookshop.

OH neTén Hapa, obnakamm. He was flying above the clouds.
CApbTe pAgOM CO MHOM! Sit down next to me!
Tyun 3a ropnsdHTOM. The storm clouds are beyond the horizon.

Note that noa, Hag and 3a are used with the accusative,
when motion is involved.
Caawnmca 3acton!  Let’s sit down at the table!

népea, and méxay can also be used with expressions of time
Ménen 3a4BTpakoMm A MO3BOHWN B raséTy. | rang the newspaper before breakfast.
BcTpéua 6yaeTt méxay 4acom u ABYMA. The meeting will be between one and two.

noA, with towns also means “in the region of”
CpaxéHnue noa MockBOM. A battle in the Moscow region.

o

Men3a>k noa A6pamuesom. B.M. BacHeL,6B, 1881
The countryside around Abramtsevo. V.M. Vasnetsov, 1881
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The instrumental case Ynpa>kHeHun (Exercises)
3. Choose words to fill the gaps. Insert the preposition c if it is needed, and change
the endings as necessary

Bpau cnywan Hac

3ennT urpan

© o P

OH KpacuTt aOMUK

0

OH ntobuT KapTOWKy

OH roBopvT G4eHb

Y HuX ObIn NakT

A npuéxan

BoT Tépmoc

S 0 x 0R

Jama c cobaukom

A nobnid aéBylIKy

6énanA Kpacka - 60nblWOM MHTEPEC - TFOPAYMM Yan - FPOMKMIM rénoc
ANMWHHBbIE BONOCHI - KOMMYHWUCTBI - NYyK - MOCKOBCKMM CnapTak - poauTenu

Choose prepositions and nouns to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary

KpacHbIn ¢pnar Bucén

E€ aéHbru 6binv B KOHBEPTE

S

CapartoB Hax6auTcA Ha Bonre,

0

OH MAET Ha BEYEepUHKY

TakcucT cuauT

B

e. Koraa B koMaHAMPOBKE, OH BCErA4A 3BOHUT XXEHE

népen - noa - Méxay - Haa - C¢ - 3a

Kpemnb - kposaTtb - pynb - Camapa v Bonrorpaa - cectpa - COH

5.  Put the pairs together with c - “with”. Change the endings as necessary.

Example: kOpe c caxapom
a. xneb
6. vau
B. OyTepbpda . YépHaA Kpebiwa
r. MyXuiHa kon6aca
NMMOH
Aom - Macno
e. kaccéta ) KnaccuyeckaA My3blka
HOBaA MaluvHa

6. PasrosopHan npakTuka
C kem Bbl BcTpéTmnumce B npéwnom mécaue? C kem Bbl rosopunu /
pasrosapwueanu, 1 o 4ém? “Who have you met with in the course of the past month?
Who have you talked, chatted to, and about what?”

See also o with the prepositional - section 27
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THE INSTRUMENTAL CASE (3) 23

The instrumental is used after the verb 6b1Tb (for non-permanent states):
Bbl 6b1nK AMPEKTOPOM WKONbI? Were you the head of the school?
HaTtanbA 6bina naBéctHon akTpuccon. Natalya was a well-known actress.
Mol 6yaem nétumkamm! We will be pilots!

but for permanent staes use the nominative:
3710 6bIN MOM OTEéL, It was my father.

The instrumental is used after other verbs that describe a state.

These include:
paboTaTth / nopabdéTath to work (as)
octaBatbcA / octatbcA to remain kasaTtbcA / nokasartbcA  to seem
ABNATBLCA to be (formal situations) Oka3bIBATbCA / OkazaTtbcA to turn out to be
OH pabOTaeT MHXEHEPOM. He is working as an engineer.

OHa x6ueT cTaTb NMpe3naéHTom. She wants to be President.
D70 K&XeTcA HeENNOxXom naéen. It seems a good idea.
HUropb ABnAeTcA aMpékTopom 3aBOaa. lgor is director of the factory.

CcTaHoBUTLCA / cTaTh to become

Note the difference between:
pab6TaTb MHXeHépoM - “to work as an engineer” and
pabdTaTb ¢ UHXeHéEpoMm - “to work with an engineer”.

The instrumental is used after verbs that describe having an interest or an activity:
These include:

3aHuMaTbLCA / no- to occupy oneself with

MHTepecoBaTbCA / 3a- to be interested in

yBnekartbcA / yBnéuscA  to have a strong interest in

Mov oéTu He 3aHMMaloTCA CNOPTOM. My children do not take part in sport.
Ona nHTepecyeTcA kutamnckom punocoéduen. She is interested in Chinese philosophy.
OH yBnekaeTcA CTapbiMU MallMHaMM. He has a strong interest in old cars.

The instrumental is used after verbs that describe having ability or control:
KomMaHA0BaTh / C- to command Bnaaéthb (imp.) to speak a language
PYKOBOAMTL (imp.) to direct, manage

He knows Arabic.
Kutuzov was commanding the Russian army.

OH BnaaeeT apabCKnUM A3LIKOM.
KyTy30B KOMaHa0Ban pycCKom apMUEMN.

The instrumental is used after certain other verbs.
ropamuTbeA (imp.) to be proud of PUCKOBAaTb / PUCKHYTb to risk

6onéTb / 3abonéTb to beill TOProBarthb (imp.) to trade in
nénb3oBaTtbcA / Boc-  to use CUMTATbL / cYecTb to consider
Yrowartb / yrocTuTb to treat
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OHa ropautcAa aoduepslo.
Onu Bce 3abonénu rpynnom
Ona yroutana ero MopOXeHbIM

A cumTaio Te6A 6NU3KUM ApYrom.

Mbl PUCKOBANW >KMU3HBIO.

She is proud of her daughter.

They all caught the flu.

She was treating him to an ice cream
| consider you a close friend

We were risking our lives.

Note that cumtats with the accusative
has a different meaning - “to count”.
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The instrumental case Ynpa>xHeHuA (Exercises)

Choose words to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary
Monoaow NarapuH mevtan ctatb

ITOT PpunbM KazancA MHe GYeHb

w oo N

MockbnbKy OHA O4YeHb ntobuna aAeTén, oHa pewvna paboTaTb

Mown aAnA He 3aHMMAancA . OH NpeanoYnTan YATaTb KHUMN.

0

Hwvkonam Cepréesny paboTtan Ha 3ToM 3aBOAe.

Moécne KOHUEPTa, AEBOYKM PELWNIU CTaTb

DTO KaXETCA HEHY>XXHbIM

Hawwu nonMtyeckue nmuaepbl He MHTEpPeCYOTCA TPETLErO MMpa.

S 0 x 0R

Mow 6paT ABnAeTCA mMOnNoYHOro 3asdaa.

0EéNno - AMPEKTOP - MHXEHEP - KOCMOHABT - MY3bIKAHT - nMpobnémbl - CnopT
CTPaHHbIM - yuuTenbHUUA

Choose words to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary
B Hauane Mépsor MmnpoBO# BomHbI Yépumnnb KOMaHA0Ban

OHu ropaATcA cBOUMM C cocéanAmu.

® oo @

Mow 6pat BnaaéeT TpeMA

l

AnekcaHap 3abonén

AvpékTop yrowan paboumx

Mebl TOpryem cBoero6 npon3soACTBa.

H cuuTéto erod

O1a prpma ndénL3yeTcA

Pycckune nénb3ytoTcA

A S 0 %X ® B

Bpocb KypyTh! Thl pUCKyeLb

BMPYC - 340pOBbE - IPUrOPUAHCKWUM KaneHaapb - MOPCKOM ¢not
HOBaA TEXHONOrMA - NMPOAYKTbI - XOpPOWWW Konnéra - Xopowue OTHOWEHUA
LWaMMNAHCKOE - A3bIKK

9. PasrosopHan npakTuka
Kem Bbl xoTénm ObITh B AETCTBE, M Novemy? Kem
XxoTén 6bITb Baw 6pat, Bawa cectpa?
Y 3HanTe y CBOMX OAHOKMACCHUKOB, KEM OHW XOTENW ObITb,
Kem XoTénu ObITb MX BpPaTbA, UX CECTPHI.
“Who did you want to be when you were a child, and why?
Who did your brother, your sister, want to be?
Find out from your fellow students who they wanted to be,
who their brothers and sisters wanted to be”.

W Mbi BYAEM ﬂETHHﬂHH!
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THE INSTRUMENTAL CASE (4)
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The instrumental is used to translate “like” or “as”, especially in set phrases

éxaTb 3anuem “to go like a hare”
= to travel on the

bus etc. without a ticket

The instrumental is used on its own after certain adjectives, most commonly short forms,

including:
n0BONEH pleased (with)
yaoBneTBopéH  satisfied (with)
oorar rich (in)
YAMBNEH surprised (by)

OHa 10BONbHa CBOENM MOé&3aKOM.
PocciA 6orata razom v HéEPTLIO.

66neH sick (with)
N3BECTEH well known (for)
6epémeHHa pregnant (with)

She is pleased with her trip.
Russia is rich in gas and oil.

The instrumental is used with c after the short adjective cornaceH:

Bbl cornacHel ¢ MOMMKM nnaHamm?
H cornaceH ¢ Bamu, kak Bcerad!

Do you agree with my plans?
| agree with you, as always!

The instrumental is used to express the idea of "in" a season or "at" a time of day:

yTpOM in the morning

OHEM in the day (afternoon)
BEYEPOM in the evening

HOYbIO in the night

The instrumental is used to express means
OH 06bI4HO é3auT aBTOOYCOM.
CerbaHaA oH npuéxan ndéesaom.

BECHOM in spring

nétom in summer
OCeHblo in the autumn (fall)
3MMOMn in winter

of transport:
He usually travels by bus.
Today he came by train.

Note also:
€3amTb Bepxom - “to ride a horse”

This is an alternative to Ha with the prepositional:
Ha aBT60YyCe, Ha ndeze.

Bes meHs Tebe, mobUMbIN MO,

3eMmJist Masla, KakK OCTPOB.

bes meHs Tebe, mobUMbIN MO,
JleTeTh ¢ OIHUM KPBIJIOM.

(cnosa w3 necHu “Bes Mens”. P. TTayJic)

J1eTCKH# CTUIIIOK BPeMéH BOMHBIL.
BHumanue! BHumanue!

I'oBopuTt I'epmanus!

CeroiHs1 yTpoM MOJ MOCTOM
[Torimanu I'mtnepa ¢ xsocTom!
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Without me, my darling,

For you the world is small. like an island.
Without me, my darling,

For you it is like flying with one wing.
(words from the song “Without me”. R Pauls)

A children’s wartime poem.
Attention! Attention!

This is Germany speaking!
This morning, under a bridge
They caught Hitler, with a tail!
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The instrumental case
Choose words to fill the gaps. Change the endings as necessary

OTéu, HepoBONEH cBoerod chIHa.

7.

a
6.
B

0

X © Bk

BocT6uHaA YkpaviHa borarta

Ynpa>kHeHun (Exercises)

Mapwa Obina yameneHa ero

A He cornaceH ¢

Hac orpabuvnm

OHM Bce 60MbHBI

OHa 6epémeHHa

arpeccMBHOCTb - BAWMW MAEW - TPUMM - HOYb - CMOPTUBHLIE YCMEXU

TpéTu pebEéHOK - yronb

Fill in the words to the poems and songs. Use instrumental endings.

M meaneHHo, nponaA Mmex

Bceraa 6e3 cnyTHWKOB, 04Ha,

Abiwa 2

CTONWKM
AYXu
, TyMaHb!

OHa caauTcA y oKHa.

(AnekcaHap Brok, “He3Hakomka”. OTpbIBOK)

A Bac mobun 6e3monBHO, 6e3HaneXHo,

To , TO TOMUM.

A Bac ntobun TaKk MICKPEHHO, Tak HEXHO,

Kak aam Bam bor niobmumon 6biTh

And slowly, walking past the tables

Always without companions, alone,

Breathing perfumes and mists,

She sits down by the window.

(Aleksander Blok “The female stranger”. Excerpt)

poboCTb
PEBHOCTb
Apyrou

(A.C. MywkuH, “A Bac mobun”. OTpbIBOK)

Pa3roaop|-|aﬂ npaKkTUkKa

| loved you silently, without hope,
Tormented now by timidity, now by jealousy.
| loved you so sincerely, so tenderly,

As may God let you be loved by another.
(A.S. Pushkin “I loved you”. Excerpt)

O6cyante co CBOMMM OAHOKNACCHUKaMK, YTo Bbl AénaeTe perynApHO yTPOM, AHEM,

BéuepoM, HOUbIO? Discuss with your classmates,
daytime, evening, night?

Pa3roaop|-|aﬂ npaKkTUkKa

what do you do regularly in the morning,

O6cyante co CBOMMM OAHOKNACCHMKaMK, YTO Bbl AénaeTe BecHOM, NéTOM, OCEHbIO,
3numon. Kaknmn Brngamum cnopta Bel 3aHMMaeTech B pa3Hble ce30Hbl. Yem Bl ewé
3aHunmMaeTech? Discuss with your classmates, what do you do in spring, summer autumn,
winter? What sports do you play in different seasons? What else do you do?
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