Letter mazes with international words for beginners learning the Russian Alphabet
There are several letter mazes in the Ruslan Games book, to practise letter and word recognition.

This booklet contains 19 additional mazes mostly based on international or borrowed words. Some
words, such as “XOP”, demonstrate that not all English sounds can easily be transliterated into
Russian. Some Russian words which come from French and some Russian words that have been
adopted into English are also used.

The activities will give practice in recognising letters and guessing new words. Learners do not just
concentrate on the letters in the words, they also have to know all the letters in the mazes that are
not used in words, in order to eliminate them.

This can be used as a homework activity or for pairwork in the classroom. If pairwork, ask learners
to work in Russian only. They read out letters to each other until they realise that they have a word!

The suggested method is:

- Explain the activity and its purpose.

- Hand out the maze from the top section of each page. Tell learners how many words they are
looking for.

- Ask learners to work in pairs, reading out the letters to each other until they recognise a word.
They can mark the words on the grid, or write them down separately.

- Go through the words they have found. Give the stress where needed. Explain any strategies
that help word recognition, for example Russian often adds an “-A”; “ATAKA” = “ATTACK"”.

- Hand out the answer keys and notes for reference.

- Practise the pronunciation of the new words.

Working with international words helps learners a lot, as they have to concentrate on fewer
difficulties at the same time. For example, when they learn “COBAKA” = “DOG” they have to think
about both the new letters and the new meaning. But when they learn “2KUPA®” = “GIRAFFE” they
know the meaning and can concentrate their attention on the sounds of the letters.

This is an excellent exercise as a warm up at the start of a lesson while learners are arriving. They
can get on with something without wasting time and getting ready for some of the vocabulary in the
lesson!
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Letter maze 1. General vocabulary. 15 words
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Notes:

CAMOBAP - samovar. For making tea. A Russian word used in English.
TOPT - a tart.

POIJb - réle. The soft sign softens the letter “1”
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Letter maze 2. General vocabulary. 13 words
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Notes:

The soft sign “b” at the end of “LLAPbB” is not pronounced. It softens the preceding “P”.
The “lO” in “TTAPALLIOT” is pronounced like the hard Russian “Y”.

www.ruslan.co.uk 3



Letter maze 3. General vocabulary. 11 words
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Notes:

HOMEP - Beginners won'’t know the meaning “hotel room” but they should guess the meaning “number”.
MKOHA - Beginners won’t expect the “-A” ending.

TABAK - Probably from the French “tabac”.

MOTOP - A motor or an engine.

OPT AH - You could mention the two different meanings, depending on the stress.
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Letter maze 4. General vocabulary. 12 words
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Notes:

MNAH - Both a plan of a town and things you plan to do.
LLIOY - “a show”. Another nice example that Russian has no “W”.
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Letter maze 5. General vocabulary. 18 words
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OTBeTbI N0 rOPU30HTaNMU OTBeTbl N0 BepTUKanu
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BOPLL, and KPEMJ1b may not be easily recognisable for beginners.
BA3A, MY3bIKA, 30HA and lNAPA have an “-A” added in Russian.
KPEMIb and KANNEHAAPb. The soft sign softens the previous letter.
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Letter maze 6. Seven countries and Four capital cities
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Notes:

Lots of country names end in “-UA”. Point this out before starting the exercise.
MAPWX - Paris - may be difficult. Don’t forget the last letter “2K”.
PUM - Rome - will be difficult to guess.
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Letter maze 7. Eleven cars, three of them Russian.
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Notes:
3WI1 - a Russian car used by VIPs, mainly politicians. Most learners won’t know this one.
BMB - Russian has no letter “W”.
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Letter maze 8. Seven Women’s names and six men’s hames
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Notes:

Of these names, I'TIEB and N1EB are probably the least well known in the UK.
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Letter maze 9. Well known Russians. 7 men, 2 women.
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Notes:
Mention the stress on LUAPAIOBA. The BBC always get it wrong!
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Letter maze 10. Computer vocabulary. 12 words.
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Letter maze 11. Medical vocabulary. 12 words.
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MHBEKLUMWA - this may be the first time that learners have met the hard sign. Explain that it forces a stop
between the “H” and the soft “E”.
"'PUMM - from the French “grippe”.
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Letter maze 12. Aviation and Space vocabulary. 11 words.
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Notes:

KA®BWHA adds an “-A” in Russian.

IKUMAX - “crew” - is from the French “équipage”.

MUNOT - “pilot”. The more usual Russian word is “METUMK”.
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Letter maze 13. 15 countries.
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Letter maze 14. Family members
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Letter maze 15. In the hotel
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Letter maze 16. PecTopaH. Ena
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Letter maze 17. CBo60.aHOE BpemA
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Letter maze 18. CniopT
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Letter maze 19. My3bika
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