VERBS. ASPECT PAIRS 39

Verb aspects in Russian

Most Russian verbs have two infinitives, one imperfective and one perfective.

The imperfective infinitive is used for incomplete or repeated actions.

The perfective infinitive is used for one-off, completed actions.

In most dictionaries imperfective infinitives are given first. Dictionary entries may look like this:
protect 3aWmwaTh / 3aWmTUTb

Infinitive pairs. How to tell which infinitive is which aspect
If only one of the two infinitives has a prefix, this is the perfective form.

3BOHWTb / MO3BOHWUTL to ring, to telephone
nénatb / caénatb to do
yuTaTb / NPOUYNTAaTL to read ) ] ]
p . Exception: nokynarts / kymutb to buy
XaaTb / NOA0XAATb to wait

If both infinitives end in -atb or -ATb then the shorter of the two is the perfective.

NOHUMAaTL / MOHATH to understand
y3HaBaTb / Y3HATb to find out If the infinitive has -biBa- in its
pacckasbiBaTh / pacckasaThb to tell suffix, then it is imperfective.

If the aspect pair has one infinitive in -atb or -ATb and the other in -eTb, -uTb or -HyTb , then the
former is imperfective and the latter is perfective.

OTAbIXaTb / OTAOXHYTb to rest
NOBTOPATbL / MOBTOPUTb to repeat
YMUPATb / yMEPETH to die

Some verbs have quite different imperfective and perfective forms.

OpaTb / B3ATb to take caanTbCA / cecTb to sit down
NOXWUTbCA / Neyb to lie down NOBUTL / NOMMATL to catch
KnacTb / nonoxuTtb  to put roBopuTb / cka3atb  to say

(“to speak” is roBop1Tb / MOrOBOPUTH)

Imperfective and perfective forms of the same verb can have different English meanings

CAaBaTb 3K3aMeH to take an exam caaTb 3K3aMmeH to pass an exam
onasabiBatb to be late onos3aaTth to be too late
6onéTtb to beiill 3abonéTb to fall ill

By virtue of their meaning, some Russian verbs have no perfective form

3aBUCETb OT to depend on npuHaAnexartb to belong
0XWaaTb to expect OTCYTCTBOBaTb to be absent
MeuYTaTb to dream (of doing s.thing) BbIrNALETb to look (have an appearance)

Different prefixes give perfective verbs with different nuances

Imperfective Perfective

aénatb to do caénaTb to do
aoaénatb to complete
nepeaénatb to change

KYPHUTb to smoke NOKYpHUTb to have a smoke
3aKypuvTb to light a cigarette

Some verbs have the same infinitive for imperfective and perfective
aTakoBaTb  to attack

ObITb - “to be” and 6bIBaTH - “to be regularly”
behave differently. See section 49.
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VERBS. THE USE OF THE INFINITIVE 40

The imperfective infinitive is used for incomplete or repeated actions

OH x6y4eT paboTath B [16HAOHE.
OHa He xoTéna cnywarsb.

Mbl He mOXxeM XxaaTb.

OH noobewan 3BOHUTL perynsApHo.

He wants to work in London.

(A general statement, for an undefined period)
She didn’t want to listen.

(An undefined period of time)

We can’t wait.

(An undefined period of time)

He promised to ring regularly.

(repeated action)

The imperfective infinitive is used with 6b1Tb for continuous actions in the future

A 6yay xaaTb.

| shall be waiting.

Ha néHcum oHa 6yaet xuTb B MNapmxe. In her retirement she will live in Paris.

The imperfective infinitive is usually used with negatives

OH pewwn He BXOAMTb.

MbI noNpocunu eé He 3BOHUTL EMY.

He decided not to go in.
We asked her not to ring him.

but the perfective can also be used after He xoTéTb for a one-off action

A He xoTén BCTPETUTL ero.

| didn’t want to meet him.

When the verbs below are followed by an infinitive, this infinitive is always imperfective

Ha4YMHATL / HaYaTb
KOHYaTb / KOHYNTL
npoAomKaTh / NpoAONXUTb
nepectaBaTtb / NepecTaTb
3anpewarb / 3anpeTuTb
HagoenaTh / Had0€éCTb

OH& Ha4ana 3BOHUTb.

OH nepectan aymatb O HeEW.
KypuTb 3anpeueHo.

MHe Hapo0éno xaathb.

The imperfective infinitive is used in commands and orders

MonyaTs!
He kypnTb!
MalwmnHbl He CTaBUTb

to begin

to finish

to continue

to stop doing something
to forbid

to bore (see section 11)

She started ringing.

He stopped thinking about her.
Smoking is forbidden.

| got bored with waiting.

Be quiet!
No smoking!
No car parking

The perfective infinitive is used for one-off, complete actions

OH pewwn nopab6TaTh B oropdae.

A xo4y nocnywatb 3Ty NECHIO.

He decided to work (a bit) in his vegetable garden.
(a defined period of time, with an end in sight)

| want to listen to that song.

(a defined period of time, with an end in sight)

Bbl cornacHel nogoxaate NATb MuHYT? Do you agree to wait for five minutes?

M&>xHo BOoNTH?

(a defined period of time, with an end in sight)
May | goin?

(a single action)

A Tpn pasa nbitanca seéctn PIN-koa, Tenépb SIM-kapta 3abnokuposaHa.
| tried to entered my PIN code three times, now my SIM card is blocked.

(single very short repeated actions)

Infinitives may be used for suggestions

OT1naTts Te6é nobosb?
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Shall | give you my love?
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Aspect pairs and the use of the infinitive Ynpa>kHéHua
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Find the aspect pairs from the verbs in the following list:

6paTb, 6pocaTb, 6pOCUTL, BEPHYTLCA, B3ATb, BO3BPaLLATbCA, BLINUTL, AaBaTtb, AaTb,
AénaTtb, XAaTb, XWUTb, UTPATb, UICYE3ATb, UCYE3HYTb, 3BOHWUTb, KYNNUTb, KYpUTb, NOONUTB,
MOYb, HanMMcaTb, OTAOXHYTb, OTAbIXaTb, NE€Tb, MMCATb, NUTb, NOAO0XAATb, MO3BOHNUTB,
NMOUrpaThb, NOKYNaTb, MOKYPUTb, NONOOUTL, MOHUMATb, MOHATL, MOCMOTPETb, NOCNATb,
NnocbIiNaTb, NOTEPATb, MPOXMWTb, paccka3aTb, pacCKkasbiBaTb, CaAUTLCA, CAénaTb, CECTb,

CMOTPéTb, CMOYb, CNETb, TEPATb, Y3HaBaTb, y3HAaTb, YMEPETb, YMUPATb

Imperfective Perfective Imperfective Perfective

Fill the gaps with infinitives from the list below. Mark them as imperfective or
perfective

Bbl cornacHsi MOEN XEHON? imp. / perf.
A He xouy B 3TOM IrPA3HOM PeCTOpAHe. imp. / perf.
HvHa He yméeT CTUXW. imp. / perf.
Bbl He xoTHTE MOM KapTWHbI? imp. / perf.
Enéna pewvna aApe. imp. / perf.
Bopwuc Bceraa npuxdamt BOBpeMA. OH He MO6UT . imp. / perf.
A xouy Aavy néTom. imp. / perf.
Méb>xHO BaM OAMH MHTUMHBIM BONPOC? imp. / perf.
A xouy ce6é HOBbIM MAcnopT. imp. / perf.
He Hapo Henpaeay AETAM. imp. / perf.

roBOpUTb - 3adatb - obéaartb - onasabiBaTb - MUCaTb
MO3BOHWUTbL - MOKPACUTb - MOCMOTPETbL - cAénaTb - CTaTb
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3.  Fill the gaps with infinitives from the list, using the correct aspect

a. Hewano BOAY M3 3TOro KpaHa.

6. OH pewwn CTakaH BoAbl M NOMUTH A0MOM

B. A 6yay Te6& KaxabI BEYEp.

r. Hano cpé4yHo B MUITMLMIO.

4.  Onaxbéuet TBOWM oropoa.

e. A He mobnio TeneBnsop.

X.  HwvHa x6uet OOKY.

3. OHnepecTtan ra3étbl. OH YUMTAET HOBOCTM B MHTEPHETE.

n. Emy Hapoéno Ha WokKonaaHom 3asdae.

K. AGpamOBK1Y yroBopun XvaauHka B YUéncu, HO TONLKO A0 KoHLA
ce30Ha.

n.  [Ouma xéuet cTo aénnapos Ha pybnw.

M. HewHapo AEéHbrn Ha ynuue!

H. A He mory Ha 3TOT ypOK.

0. Y Heé ecTb NpuBLIYKa BCerga

n.  OTu Tabnétkm NoMOryT Bam

p.  Jlyywe oanH pas , Yem CTO pas

6pocaTtb / 6poCUTb - BUMAETL / YyBUAETb - 3BOHWUTL / MO3BOHWUTL - KYpPUTb / 3aKypuTb
MEHATb / MOMEHATL - OMo34aThb / onasabiBaTh - MUTb / BEINUTbL - MOKYNaTb / KynuTb
pabéTath / nopabdTaTth - cnblwaTth / ycnelwaTb - CMOTPETbL / NOCMOTPETh

4. Complete the translations of the notices and quotations

BbiTb Mnu He ObITL? BoT
B YEM BONpOC! (Famner)

B. or not
, that is the
question! (Hamlet)

6. Do not 3710 He umpk! Hawa uenb
anything with your hands! He pasBneKaTb CTYAEHTOB,
a yunTb ux!
(Bacunuin BeccoHoB)

r. ltis not a circus! Our aim is
not
the students, but

them!

OnéacHana 36Ha!
Cxop, cHéra ¢ Kpeblwm.
MalurHbl He CTABUTb.

a. Dangerous zone!
Snow falling from the roof.
Don’t

(Vassily Bessonoff)

YUMTbCA, YUMTLCA M yUUTbCA! B.U. NéHun

a. , , and !
(V.. Lenin)
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